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JamJar Flowers is hosting a week long floral residency in rural France. 
We are partnering with Chateau Dumas, a world renowned retreat that 
specialises in offering artistic residencies for creative minds. 

Your week with JamJar Flowers is going to be so much more than the 
average flower course.  Not only will we have have the finest, seasonal 
summer flowers from the market to work with but you will also learn how 
to forage and source wild flowers and foliage. We will also be finding 
wonderful vases and objects in the local flea markets to make your 
flowers unique. 

The weeks activities will be themed around Midsummer's Night. Both the 
timing and setting are perfect for celebrating this magic pagan festival. 
You will begin by learning all the technical skills you need, but also, and 
maybe more importantly how to express your style and personality with 
flowers and how to turn an ordinary event into something unforgettable.  

You will also have the opportunity to learn how to create beautiful birds 
and fairies out of flowers with our talented prop maker Leila.  

Each day you will learn something new but you will also have time to 
experiment and perfect and explore the techniques you are learning 
under our friendly, expert guidance.  At the end of the week we will put 
all of your new skills into practise when we create a spectacular 
Midsummer Dinner. We plan to create a bower of hanging flowers with 
urns and garlands and exquisite table flowers with lanterns and candles, 
all enhanced by little birds and fairies. 



Chateau Dumas is a 22 acre private estate with a large pool and glorious panoramic 
views, set on a hill in peaceful, rolling countryside less than an hour north of Toulouse. 

This is the perfect setting to be creative, away from distraction and learn a new skill. We 
also want you to relax and have peace and tranquility whilst you are here.  

The accommodation is tailored thoughtfully to allow you to enjoy the full experience. The 
interior is styled traditionally, with period french furniture and decoration.  

The food is prepared with locally sourced ingredients, with a delicious menu carefully 
considered and lovingly made for you each day. 

You will also also surrounded by some of the most beautiful countryside France has to 
offer, as well as quintessential French villages nearby. All within easy reach for you to 
explore at your own leisure. 

  

  

Your Surroundings 
Chateau Dumas - Auty, France 





JamJar Flowers Workshops 
What you’ll learn

Practical Workshops - Skills and Techniques 
To begin you will learn some invaluable practical skills - the 
foundations of floral design. Lead by Melissa and Kate, our 
expert florists, you will begin with the importance of how to 
prepare and care for your flowers. Throughout the week you will 
then learn the techniques needed for different kinds of 
arrangements including a tradit ional hand-tie; table 
arrangements; flower crowns; garlands - all of which we will use 
again at the end of the week when we create our own magical 
Midsummer Dinner. 

Model Making 
This part of the residency will be lead by Leila Watts, our 
wonderful prop designer. Here you will learn about different 
creative ways to use flowers, twigs, foliage and other natural 
materials. Keeping with the theme of Midsummer’s Night, you 
will make your own enchanting animals, fairy creatures using 
materials we provide and that you will source from the chateau 
grounds and local woodland.  

Flea-market Visit 
We’re also blessed with the fortune of the Toulouse flea-market 
on the last full day of the residency. You can explore the market 
for your own treasures, and even come away with some antique 
finds for yourself. With a sixth-sense for finding antique gems, 
and a treasure trove of amazing vessels and vases, Melissa will 
give you some expert advice on how to find exceptional pieces, 
and inspiration on unusual ways to use them for floral 
arrangements.

Woodland Foraging 
Chateau Dumas is idyllically located in perfect surroundings for 
some woodland foraging. We’ll teach you the beauty of using the 
natural materials you have around you. 
and local woodland to find all sorts of flowers, foliage, twigs, 
cones, branches and who knows what else. You’ll find that you 
gather inspiration as you go as to what you might create with your 
findings.  

Midsummer Night Dinner 
At the end of the week we will put all of your new skills into 
practise when we create a spectacular Midsummer Dinner. We 
plan to create a bower of hanging flowers with urns and garlands 
and exquisite table flowers with lanterns and candles, all 
enhanced by little birds



Flower Preparation

Flea-market find: vintage ink wells and 
green glass

Garlanding with Kate Corless

Flea-market find: antique cigar press

Midsummer Ceremonial Bower

Foraging for flowers and foliage in 
the garden at the chateau and in 
the country side



Prop making with Leila Watts

Set styling with seasonal  
flowers

Woodland creatures

Flower FairiesFlower crownsFantastical animals



Your Hosts
Kate Corless 
Florist, JamJar Flowers 

Our lovely Kate Corless moved 
to London from Australia 2 years 
ago, and has graced JamJar 
with her presence ever since. 
With over 12 years experience, 
she is a most talented florist and 
a wonderfully patient teacher. 
She will teach you all of the best 
techniques and tricks of the 
trade as well as shower you with 
her wealth of floristry knowledge.

Melissa Richardson 
Founder, JamJar Flowers 

Melissa started JamJar Flowers 
i n 2 0 0 9 , h a v i n g h a d a 
successful career as co-founder 
of Take 2 Model Management, a 
company she ran for 27 years. 
Wanting a complete change in 
direction, Melissa set up JamJar 
Flowers, now one of the most 
well recognised creative florists 
in London. Melissa is married to 
Charlie Alexander and has a 
stepson, a son and a daughter. 
They live in Brixton.

Leila Watts 
Stylist & Prop Designer, 
JamJar Flowers 

Leila Watts is our talented prop 
designer. With her magic hands, 
Lei la helps to bring al l of 
JamJar's wild and wonderful 
ideas to life. Whether it be a 
delicate sugarplum fairy, a life-
size unicorn or an award winning 
woodland scene from Little Red 
Riding Hood for Chelsea in 
Bloom - Leila will teach you 
clever tricks and techniques to 
h e l p y o u m a k e y o u r o w n 
creations with little more than 
imagination chicken wire, twigs 
and flowers.

Lizzie Hulme 
Owner, Chateau Dumas 

Lizzie’s ambition was to create a 
creative way for people to escape 
and unwind - Chateau Dumas 
achieves that and more. Running 
residential workshops between 
April and October, Lizzie has 
thought of every aspect of your 
s t a y, f r o m t h e w o r k s h o p , 
accommodation, surroundings and 
delicious food. Everything is done 
to make your stay as relaxing, 
rewarding and enjoyable as 
possible, allowing visitors to fully 
embrace the new skills you are 
learning.



JAMJAR FLOWERS, FLOWER SCHOOL: AN INTRODUCTION TO 
FLORISTRY, FEBRUARY 2013  

Eyebrows were arched when I retired on Friday night to be up early 
for ‘FlowerSchool’. More fool the hipsters, because Jam Jar Flowers 
was more stylish, more fun and more original than any pop-up 
cocktail bar. Our gorgeous hosts Melissa, Tilly and Joce could not 
have been further from frumpy as they welcomed us into their studio 
and shared their fabulous skills and effusive love of flowers. 

Jam Jar Flowers lives in a converted Victorian workshop in 
Kennington, amongst a yard of studios continuing a tradition of craft 
and community. The studio is beautifully and affectionately adapted, 
with rows of coloured glass lining the shop- front window, an open 
wood fire, a vast handsome drapers’ chest of ribbons and string, 19th 
iris catalogue illustrations, and charming interesting things in every 
direction. Melissa and Tilly welcomed us like friends, and we romped 
through a wealth of tricks and techniques, without losing the sense of 
fun and the sheer pleasure of working with beautiful flowers. They 
were patient, they were encouraging, they did not wince once when 
we mangled their lovely tulips. We learnt to arrange vases to sit 
elegantly and last well (as suspected, that enchanting effortless 
summer garland look requires...effort.) We talked economy, scale and 
timings. We produced, to our own astonishments, luxuriant oyster 
buckets of foliage and perfect little buttonholes. We hand tied mixed 
bouquets of such prettiness that I still, a week on, look at mine each 
morning with incredulous pride. 

Our new friends at Jam Jar transformed a cold February Saturday into 
a day of glorious creativity, new ideas and fun. Their generous 
welcome – from the delicious homemade lunch to their lively interest 
in all our own projects – made every hour a treat as well as the most 
stylish floral education in town. 

Rachel Cass, February 2013 

JAMJAR FLOWERS, FLOWER SCHOOL: AN INTRODUCTION TO FLORISTRY 
SEPTEMBER 2015 

Dear everyone at JamJar 

Thank you all so much for a really wonderful day yesterday at Flower 
School, I loved every minute and learnt a great deal. Everything about the 
day was brilliant - after 40 years of living in South London I have now been 
inside Covent Garden Flower Market and feel brave enough to go again 
(Amy your directions were so good!); the build up from small jam jar to huge 
bucket arrangements was such a clever way to build confidence; learning 
the skills of wiring and guttering added a proper technical challenge; the 
teaching and support was so interesting, positive and understanding; the 
food was delicious, the company was delightful ... it was just great. 

Of course for me personally it all brought back glorious memories of 
Claudie and Dan's fabulous wedding day in the park so it was extra special. 

I cannot think of a much better way to spend a day than in your 
studio surrounded by flowers, so thank you all very much and thank you 
Claudie for such a perfect present. 

Warmest Wishes 

Sally Sellers, September 2015

Testimonials

CHATEAU DUMAS: JULY 2015 

If you've ever dreamed of a week devoted to creativity where your only 
job is to make incredible things while being treated like royalty, it's time 
to book at Chateau Dumas. This place is special in ways that almost 
defy words. Every aspect of the Chateau Dumas experience is so 
outrageously thoughtful: tui t ion, service, menus, outings, 
accommodations. Everywhere your eyes fall there's some gorgeous 
detail to relish. The food is spectacular and the setting is beyond lush. 
After spending seven days wrapped in beauty and inspiration all I can 
do it plot how to return as soon as possible. Thank you Lizzie for 
creating such an oasis of wonder in Chateau Dumas! 

Amanda Gareis, July 2015 



Rates

Dates: 25 June - 2nd July 2015  
Length: 7 Days 

Prices from E1875 

Included
7 nights Chateau accommodation 
Delicious homemade meals including wine with dinner (one dinner 
out at guest's own cost) 
4.5 days full-time tuition 
Visit to Toulouse flea-market 
Trips to a farmer's market and other local excursions 
All materials 

Accommodation Options
We have bedrooms available at the following prices: 

• Single occupancy bedroom with ensuite bathroom : 2375E  
• Single occupancy bedroom with own bathroom adjacent : 2225E 
• Single occupancy bedroom with shared bathroom (shared with one 

other): 2025E  
• Shared double bedroom (2 beds) with ensuite bathroom : 1875E 

per person 

The non-participating partner cost of 975E includes accommodation, 
meals and trips out and excludes the workshop tuition 

A non-returnable deposit of 500E is required to secure your place 
with the balance due 12 weeks before the start of the workshop 

Not Included
Flights to Toulouse and travel to the Chateau 
One dinner out in a restaurant will be at guests' own cost 

Travel & Transit 
Chateau Dumas lies one hour north of Toulouse city centre and 
Toulouse Blagnac international airport.  

A transfer from the airport to Chateau Dumas is available at 3pm on 
arrival Saturday at a cost of 35E per person.  

An afternoon transfer from Montauban station is available at 20E per 
person. 

There are several transfers from the Chateau to the airport on the 
morning of the departure Saturday. The times of these journeys will be 
confirmed in the month before your arrival.   

Additional Information
You can pay by pay by Visa/Mastercard on the Chateau Dumas 
website or by bank transfer 

The initial deposit is non-refundable and there are no refunds after the 
balance has been paid  

We strongly recommend that you take out travel and health insurance 
before travelling to France. 

The workshop will run with a minimum of 8 and a maximum of 14 
participants. 

Because of nature of our workshops, and the small number of places 
available, we will need to manage orders personally. 

For more information, and to book please visit the Chateau Dumas 
workshop page: www.chateaudumas.net

http://chateaudumas.net/workshop/72/


Thank You. 


